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A workshop hosted by the Missouri Land Trust Coalition
Conservation Easement Drafting and Baseline Documentation
Presented by Jane Ellen Hamilton, Hamilton Consulting

Friday, January 29, 2010  ∙   9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.


Columbia, MO
The land you save with a conservation easement today is the land you will protect and defend tomorrow.  And the next day. And the day after that…  Before accepting this responsibility, land trusts and government agencies accepting easements need to be clear about the commitments they undertake today and the promises they make on behalf of future generations. Does your land trust know if the conservation easements they draft are following best standards and practices?  Have you or your land trust been keeping up with new language to ensure their conservation easements are enforceable in the future?  

Whether you or your land trust is new or experienced at drafting conservation easements and baseline reports, this LTA Standards and Practices workshop will provide you with the basics, as well as up-to-date tips on how to improve these documents.  Better documentation will also be helpful if your land trust is interested in accreditation in the future.  In this workshop, participants will learn how to:

· plan conservation easement projects
· draft the easement to fit the plan
· prepare baseline documentation materials to support the monitoring and enforcement of the easement 
This is normally a 9 hour workshop, but will be abbreviated to 7.5 hours to accommodate day travel for most Missourians and a brief Missouri Land Trust Coalition business meeting that will precede the workshop.  The baseline documentation chapter (last chapter) will be presented over dinner, which will be provided.  Continuing Legal Education approval for 9 hours is pending in Kansas and Missouri. 
Location: Boone Electric Company Community Room, 1413 Rangeline St, Columbia, MO 65201. Directions: The Boone Elective Company is just off I-70.  Take exit 127 and turn south onto Rangeline St (also MO-763). Boone Electric will be on your right BEFORE the I-70 Business Loop. The Community Room is on the north side of the building with its own parking lot.
Time:  9:00 MO Land Trust Coalition business meeting*.  10:00-7:00 Workshop

Instructor:  The workshop will be presented by Jane Ellen Hamilton, an experienced attorney and consultant from Colorado.  Jane counsels land trusts and landowners with conservation easement negotiations, and has helped establish conservation easement and stewardship programs for land trusts and public entities.  Jane Ellen is well versed in teaching Land Trust Standards and Practices, and is both an author and reviewer of the Land Trust Alliance’s Curriculum courses.
Registration and Amenities:
$60 Land Trust Alliance members

$65 Non-Land Trust Alliance members

Includes lunch, dinner, light break snacks, and the LTA S&P workbook “Conservation Easement Drafting and Baseline Documentation”
*MO Land Trust Coalition Business Meeting: Participants will learn about the upcoming Missouri Conservation Easement Act and how to support this important legislation that will ensure the enforcement of conservation easements in perpetuity.  Members will also learn about and vote on the MLTC “Operating Principles” of our new organization.  If time allows, participants will have an opportunity to provide an update on current events or issues in their organization. 

For questions, or information about nearby hotels, contact:
Peggy Horner at 573-522-4115, ext 3151 or peggy.horner@mdc.mo.gov
Draft Agenda
9:00-9:45
Missouri Land Trust Coalition Business Meeting

9:45-10:00
Break

10:00-10:15
Welcome and Introduction
10:15-12:15
Workshop

12:15-12:45
Lunch (provided)
12:45-2:45
Workshop

2:45 -3:00
Break

3:00-5:15
Workshop

5:15-5:30
Dinner (provided)
5:30-6:45
Workshop Conclusion (over dinner)
6:45-7:00
Wrap up, Questions and Answers, and Evaluations

Draft Workshop Outline

Chapter 1: Introduction to Conservation Easements
A. Defining “Conservation Easements”


B. State and Federal Laws Affecting Conservation Easements 


C. How to Draft a Conservation Easement


D. How to Negotiate a Conservation Easement


E. The Relationship between Conservation Easement Drafting and Stewardship

Chapter 2: Drafting Conservation Easements 

A. The Role of Project Planning in Easement Drafting

B. Types of Project Plans


C. Principles Underlying Easement Drafting

D. Essential Preliminary Steps to Easement Drafting
E. Basic Elements of a General Conservation Easement


F. General Boilerplate Provisions


G. Putting It into Practice


H. Case Studies

Chapter 3: Baseline Documentation Reports

A. Reasons for Baseline Documentation Reports

B. Preparing Baseline Documentation Reports

C. Information Needed in Baseline Reports


D. Storing and Updating Baseline Reports

E. Completing Baseline Documentation for Easements without Baseline Reports

F. Baseline Policy Template


G. Case Studies

