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It appears that Oxford hit a great stroke
of luck during city leaders’ search for
ways to protect their sewer lagoons. A
fallen railroad bridge initiated the
search and after the city contacted
Senator Pat Roberts, William Jeffries of
the Army Corps of Engineers,
introduced Oxford to the Watershed
Institute, a not-for-profit organization
very intersted in protecting Oxford’s
sewer lagoons while improving the
natural habitat of the river. In fact,
they’re offering to do it pretty much free
of charge. The project would stabilize
those banks of the river, protect the
sewer lagoons (as well as several pieces
of private property), make the river more
accessible, restore the river to a native
habitat and improve the fish
populations. A meeting was held
thrusday to open communication
between the landowners, the city and the
institute.
Below, from left, city employee Patrick
Kopfer, mayor Chad Bartelson, William
Jeffries and geomorphologist Brock
Emmert discussed various aspects of the
river from the fallen bridge’s old
footing. QUEEN AUBRIE RULES. Aubrie Neises and Kevin White were crowned Winter Sports

Homecoming Queen and King. Other candidates were Brittani Walters, Rachel Patterson,
Macy Weber, Phillip Zimmerman, Bryce Mayes and Baye Burke. Back row, from left,
Phillip, Kevin, Bryce and Baye; front row, Brittani, Aubrie, Rachel and Macy, with junior
attendants in front, Briona Woods and Randy Rhodd.

By JOSHUA
DELAUGHDER

Ameeting between landown-
ers, the city of Oxford and state
officials was held Thursday to
discuss a possible, permanent
solution to the erosion and flood
dangers posed on Oxford's
sewer lagoons by the Arkansas
River. The plan could include
the use of several pieces of pri-
vate property and landowners
were invited to the meeting to
express concerns surrounding
the history and future of that
portion of the river and discuss
the details the plan for a bend-
way weir program that the
Watershed Institute, a not-for-
profit organization, hopes to
construct along the banks of the
River at no cost to the landown-
ers or the city.

When an abandoned railroad
bridge, constructed in the late
1800’s, collapsed into the
Arkansas River last September,
residents and the city became
concerned with changes in the
river’s flow.

The fallen section of the
bridge formed a sandbar
upstream, in the center of the

river and moved the river's chan-
nel to the west side of the river,
encroaching on the city’s sewer
lagoons. According to residents
and local officials, though sand-
bars had moved from place to
place along the east side of the
river, there had never been a
sandbar in the middle of the
river. That's where the channel
usually was.

Fearing that river's new flow
could tear open their sewer
lagoons, the city began to seek
out information on ways to rein-
force their side of the river and
asked around about ownership
and removal of the bridge.
Watco companies, a company of
several shortline railroads, was
contacted and, after researching
both ownership and cleanup of
the bridge, Watco contracted
R.J. Corman Derailment
Services to remove the bridge.
In less than two weeks, R.J.
Corman removed the standing
portion of the bridge and the
protruding portion of the section
that had fallen, leaving what was
already beneath water.

But the river channel didn't
move back to center of the river

and the city was still left to find
a way to protect their infrastruc-
ture. They sought out funding
information from state and US
officials but, when they contact-
ed Sen. Pat Roberts office, state
resources were pooled and a
possible solution was found.

The solution? The Watershed
Institute, a not-for-profit organi-
zations, would used funds col-
lected from Steam Mitigation
fees to construct bendway weirs
along the west bank of the river
and stabilize that bank. The
Institute through the Watershed
Land Trust would forever be in
charge of the banks' protection
through stewardship.

Due to the 1985 Clean Water
act, when a landowner disrupts a
stream or wetland, they are
required to follow certain state
and federal laws. If the landown-
er wants to completely remove a
piece of wetland or stream they
must replace the wetland or
stream elsewhere but, if they
decline to do so, they can pay
into a fund. The Watershed
Institute manages that fund and
uses it to complete projects like

New riverbank project to solve Oxford’s
fallen bridge and sewer lagoon dilemma
�Watershed Institute foots the bill

See Watershed, page 7�



Jack A. Salava, Acting State
Executive Director for the Kansas
Farm Service Agency, reminds pro-
ducers that March 15, 2009 is the
application closing date for certain
crops under the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program . Crops
eligible for N.A.P. benefits are limited
to those not insurable in the county
and are produced for food or fiber.

March 15 is the final date to pay the
applicable service fee and obtain
N.A.P. coverage for coarse grains,
vegetable and melon crops, Amaranth,
Chestnuts, Cotton, Pecans, Pumpkins,
Safflower, Sesame, Squash, and
Walnuts. The administrative service
fee is $250 per crop per administrative
county not to exceed $750 per produc-
er per administrative county and a

$1875 maximum fee for multi-county
producers. Interested producers must
pay the fee and file form CCC-471,
Application for Coverage, by the
application closing deadline.

This coverage entitles eligible pro-
ducers to a payment of 55 percent of
an average market price for the com-
modity if a natural disaster caused a
50 percent production loss or greater
of an eligible crop. In the unfortunate
event that a producer does suffer a
loss on their particular crop, a form
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, must be
filed with F.S.A. within 15 calendar
days after the disaster occurrence, or
the date the loss becomes apparent to
the producer.

Producers are limited to $100,000
in benefits per person per crop year,
they must certify crop acres by applic-
able deadlines, maintain production
evidence for three years, have less
than $500,000 Non-farm Adjusted
Gross Income, and must comply with
conservation compliance provisions
in order to be eligible. Interested pro-
ducers shall contact their local Farm
Service Agency at the U.S.D.A.
Service Center prior to the March 15
application closing date to obtain
N.A.P. coverage.

N.A.P. deadline nears for certain crops

Feb. 1
Assisted a motorist with a flat

tire in the 200 block of East Main.
Feb. 2

Travis Main of Belle Plaine was
arrested on an outstanding warrant.

Feb. 3
Responded to a dog at large com-

plaint on East College. Investigated a
report of theft.

Feb. 4
Investigated a report of vehicles

racing within the city limits.
Feb. 5

Responded to a complaint of a pit
bull running at large on East Myrtle.
Spoke with citizen referencing paper
service on West Myrtle.

Feb. 6
Spoke with citizen referencing

juveniles in the 500 block of North
Water.

Assisted a motorist in the 400
block of North Michigan.

Feb. 7
April Schielke of Derby was cited

for disobeying a stop sign at Kansas
and Main.

Feb. 8
Officers performed routine patrol

today.
Feb. 9

Found a dog running at large in the
200 block of College. Spoke with cit-
izen referencing civil dispute.
Investigated a report of a burglary and
theft.

Feb. 10
Investigated a report of a theft.

Conducted a welfare check in the 300
block of South Illinois. Responded to
a report of a drunk driver within the
city limits. Guy Levy of Mission
Viejo, Calif. was cited for speeding in
the 400 block of West Main.
Responded to a suspicious person
report in the 200 block of South
Illinois. Found and returned to owner
two dogs running loose in the 100
block of South Ohio.

Feb. 11
Dyan Thornton was cited for

speeding in the 300 block of West
Main. Received a report of lost prop-
erty at the police department.
Responded to a non-injury accident in
the 100 block of West Clark.

Feb. 2
Officers conducted routine patrol.

Feb. 13
Brian Boor of Wellington was

cited for defective turn signal and no
seatbelt in the 300 block of West
Main. Investigated a report of theft in
the 500 block of North Water.

Feb. 14
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Feb. 15
Assisted a motorist with a locked

vehicle in the 100 block of South
Illinois. Assisted a motorist with a
dead battery in the 300 block of West
Main.
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Longtime resident Rosalie Hatfield
is a Master Gardener through the
Sumner County Extension, retired
postmaster, grandmother, sun lover
and substitute teacher.

The yellow color of the crocuses
that are blooming is a bright spot on a
cold day. The daffodils are coming on
fast so I guess the soil is beginning to
warm. The most color in the yard now
is red and yellow balls that are out
there for great granddaughter to kick.

The time to fertilize spring bloom-
ing bulbs is when the foliage emerges
in the early spring. As they bloom

they
are starting to die so fertilizer applied
then would be wasted. As always a
soil test would be good but realistical-
ly we don’t test the soil for everything
all the time. Maybe we should just fer-
tilize once in awhile rather than every
year.

That is the time of year a soil test
would be beneficial if you planned to
get one. Finding out what nutrients are
needed is good but you could find out
that none need to be added. Over zeal-
ous fertilizing is not good. Amending
the soil with compost and other organ-

ic material might be all that you
would need.

Soon I will have to make a deci-
sion about whether I am going to start
seeds this year. My life has been
rather cluttered this past few months
and adding seed starting might be
compounding the pace of life rather
than being a pleasure. I do want to
have some of those petunias that I
started year before last that weren’t
available at the greenhouses.

With children playing in the yard
this year more than usual I will need
to make some specific paths through
the garden that they can follow. A cou-
ple of paths of stepping stones would
probably save me a lot of frustration
and save the plants too.

Happy gardening.

Gardening
with Rosalie BByy RROOSSAALLIIEE   HHAATTFFIIEELLDD

DEATHS AND 
S E R V I C E S

JOAN KRAPES
Joan Krapes, 70, of Belle Plaine, died Feb. 13, 2009 at the Riverview Manor

and Village in Oxford. 
She was born on Nov. 11, 1938 to Albert and Dorothy (Smith) Larkin in

Wichita.
She married King Krapes on Feb. 24, 1955.
She worked for Beechcraft, owned and operated restaurants in Clearwater

and in Moline, worked for Cessna and Theurer’s Auction House.
She was preceded in death by her parents.
She is survived by her husband King of Belle Plaine, sons Kevin and Bruce,

both of Wichita; daughters Lori Anderson of Wellington, Gayla Lacey of Udall,
Rhonda Gellespie of Tucson, Ariz. and Joan Van Dyke of Wichita; brother
Albert Larkin of Haysville, sisters Wanda Corder of Haysville and Norma
Matsick of Wichita, 14 grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren. 

Services will be held at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 20 at the Oxford Funeral
Service Chapel. Interment will be in the Oxford Cemetery. 
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Planning on working on a farm
this summer? If you are 14 or 15 years
of age and plan to work for someone
other than your parents, you are
required by federal law to take an
instruction course on tractor safety.
Also, some employers require this
training for those 16 years of age and
older who have not had tractor opera-
tion experience.

The training will be held Saturday,

March 7, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Raymond Frye Complex, 320 North
Jefferson, Wellington. This is the only
Tractor Safety Training that will be
held in Sumner County this year! If
you do not take the course at this time,
you will need to wait until next year or
take it at another county.

The registration form and fee of
$10 are due to the Extension Office by
Feb. 20. Sorry, no refunds. Enrollment

forms may be obtained at the Sumner
County Extension Office, online at 

www.sumner.ksu.edu/DesktopDef
ault.aspx?tabid=19

or by calling 620-326-7477.

Tractor safety clinic planned for March 7

A Fine Old Mill
February

Oxford High School’s entrepre-
neurship program wraps up the
month of February at Oxford’s Old
Mill. A soup and sandwich-or-wrap
lunch will be served on Feb. 21 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. “Wake Up Oxford”
will feature biscuits and gravy, pan-
cakes, sausage patties ad a fruit med-
ley on Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. In the mood for “Classic
Cuisine?” Beef-n-noodles, green
beans and mashed potatoes, rolls and
a pie dessert bar will be offered from

5 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 28.

Birthdays
Claudine Owens, Danielle

Totten, Deedra Totten, Seth
Patterson, Monty Schmitz, Feb. 20;
Veloris Chamberlain, Dawn Burkes,
Betty Tennant (1927), Lena Reed
(1920), Feb. 21; Beverly Flickinger,
April Smith, Feb. 22; Drew Evans,
Ray Hiltzman, Megan Phares, Feb.
23; Etta Craven, Garnie Platter, Feb.
25; Josie Morris, Feb. 26.

Anniversaries
Carl and Ruth Dennett, Feb. 21;

Matthew and Amanda Spencer, Feb. 23.

a b
nCOMING EVENTS
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Buying Land?

Choose the lender
who understands.

Call a day ahead for
reservations

Oxford Friendship Center
455-2965

104 South Sumner, Oxford
FOR THE WEEK OF

FEBRUARY 23
Menu subject to change.
Monday: Southwest Chicken

Bake, Winter Squash, Strawberries,
Chocolate Pudding, Cornbread, Milk.

Tuesday: Easy Lasagna,
Combination Salad With Dressing,
Garlic Bread, Pineapple, Milk.

Wednesday: Pork or Fish
Sandwich on Bun, Tomato Soup,
Cracker, Apricots, Milk.

Thursday:  Cheeseburger Pie,
Macaroni Salad, Green Beans,
Peaches, Black Bottom Banana Bars,
Milk.

Friday: Tuna Noodle Casserole,
Broccoli and Carrots, Baked Apple
Slices, Wheat Bread, Milk.

Friendship
Meals

MONDAY
Breakfast: Danish, Cereal, Juice,

Milk.
Lunch: Mexican Hats, Corn,

Pineapple & Oranges, Rice Krispie
Treats, Milk. 

TUESDAY
Breakfast: Breakfast Hot Pocket,

Tater Bucks, Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Hot Dog, Macaroni &

Cheese, Apple, Sherbet, Animal
Cracker, Milk.

WEDNESDAY
Breakfast: Breakfast Bites, Hash

Brown, Juice, Milk.

Lunch: Beef Stroganoff, Green
Beans, Pears, Hot Roll, Milk.

THURSDAY
Breakfast: Waffle Sticks, Sausage,

Juice, Milk.
Lunch: Chicken Sandwich, Tater

Wedges, Fruit Bar, Snickerdoodle,
Milk.

FRIDAY
Breakfast: Fruit Pie, Cereal, Juice,

Milk.
Lunch: Cheese Pizza, Salad,

Peach, Banana Chocolate Chip
Muffin, Milk.

FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 23
Menus subject to change

School Menu

FOR THE LOVE OF READING. Oxford Junior High
chose five students to read selected books to the
elementary classes Feb. 10 through Feb. 13 during
Language Arts time. Levi Jones, seventh grader, reads
“Liar, Liar Pants on Fire” to Carolyn Sneed’s third
grade class. Listening to the story were, from left,
Destiny Wilson, Dakota Mitchell, Cal Shimkus and
Onna Warren. Jenni Mraz  reads “Horton Hatches the
Egg” to Diana Smallwood kindergarten class on Feb.
10. She was asked to come read again to the class.
Autumn Lerback shared pictures from “The Great Fuzz
Frenzy” to Diann Dawson morning preschool class.

By JANICE KNEISLEY USD 358
The love of reading, not only for knowledge but also for enjoyment was

shared this past week at Oxford Elementary School as Shelly Spencer’s seventh
grade Reading Strategies class read to students in preschool through third grade. 

Five Oxford Junior High students read selected books to the elementary
classes Feb. 10 - 13 during Language Arts time. According to Spencer,
Language Arts teacher, the students, with the help of Renee Sanchez, school
librarian, narrowed their selections to 20 books to read aloud. From there, they
practiced reading the books for about three weeks, making sure they read with
clarity and inflection. The lesson not only helped the students practice reading
skills, but it also helped to build confidence in the students as well as bridge the
age gap between the grade levels. “The goal was to help the students get excit-
ed about reading at all grade levels.” Spencer said. 

Students involved in the activity included Levi Jones, who read to the third
grade, Skylar Vineyard, reading “Three Little Wolves,” and “The Big Bad Pig”
to the second grade, Willow Branch, reading “The Mysterious Tadpole” to the
first grade classes, Jenni Mraz, who read to the kindergarten classes, and
Autumn Lerback who read to the preschool classes.

For the love of reading

OXFORD’S FRIENDSHIP CENTER had a
spirit week of their own last week when the center
crowned its Valentine Royalty, Wallace
Champeney and MaryAnn Parsons. (J.
Delaughder photo)

By JANICE KNEISLEY, U.S.D. 358 
Oxford Elementary students in grades first through sixth will be on stage tonight

to perform a Presidential music program in the Oxford High School gym. Set to start
at 7 p.m., the program will honor United States Presidents with the performance of
patriotic songs by the students. The students have been practicing patriotic songs
since January, including “The Star-Spangled Banner,” “American Every Day,” and
“One Nation,” according to Sharon Short, elementary music teacher. The first and
second graders will be featuring “March of the Wee Americans” while the fifth grade
will present “Hail to the Chief” on kazoos. In keeping with the theme, Oxford stu-
dents will deliver their performance while wearing red, white and blue clothing. 

Presidential program tonight
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SPEARHEADING THE PENNIES FOR PATIENTS CAMPAIGN at Oxford Public Schools are seventh
graders, from left, Tom Lawlis, Megan Littau, Shelby Young, Jenny Mraz, Jveila Whitlock, Ellie Schlosser,
Alaina Witte, Levi Jones, Piper Curless and Michael Lerback. The group hopes to raise more than $500.

MAKING A PRESENTATION to Oxford Elementary School students
were, from left, Rebekah Zimmerman, Shelby Young, Michael Lerback
and Piper Curless. Elementary students will attend a carnival on Feb.
20 for a 25-cent donation.

“LIL’ CHEER” WELL
ATTENDED. Oxford Junior
High Cheerleaders held their
annual fundraiser, the “Lil’
Cheer Clinic” on Feb. 10,

welcoming more than 30 students
from grades kindergarten

through seventh grade. Clinic
participants learned two cheers
and a dance, then enjoyed ice
cream, cake and pizza. All girls

received pompoms - and a special
T-shirt for participating.

Everyone seemed to enjoy the
clinic and it was a great success.
Amber Hull, Oxford Junior High

cheerleader, led the pack, as
Briona Woods struck a dance
pose. Anyone want a special T-
shirt? Call Sheryl Metz at the
high school, 455-2410 before

they’re all gone.

By JANICE KNEISLEY
Sherry White’s seventh grade

health class at Oxford Junior High
wants your loose change, and they
don’t mind if it is pennies, nickels,
dimes or quarters. They are looking
for spare change to save the lives of
people touched by blood cancers. For
their third annual “Pennies for
Patients” national fundraiser, the stu-
dents are hoping to raise over $500
along with having a little fun. 

The 2009 campaign benefits the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
whose mission it is to cure leukemia,
lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and
myeloma. Last year over 19 million
was raised on the national level,
including 225 schools in Kansas that
raised over $130,000.  Oxford raised
$404 last year according to White, and
is hoping to increase that total by
involving Oxford Elementary stu-
dents. 

“Since Christmas, my 12 students
have been planning, assigning duties
and brainstorming of how to conduct
this year’s campaign. They started
with making a pod cast to be shown
during morning announcements at
school, then made a power point pre-
sentation on the class Promethean
Board to principal Rob Hampton,”
White said. “The presentation to Mr.
Hampton was to show the students
commitment to the project, and to
teach the importance of teamwork,
community involvement and helping
others, on the part of the students.”

Oxford junior high and high
school students were asked to make a
$2 donation to help reach the $500
goal. In turn, they woul receive a half-
day off on Feb. 20 to watch a movie
and eat popcorn. Oxford teachers and
staff were all asked to contribute $10
so they could wear jeans to school for
a week.  

On Feb. 12, seventh graders
Rebekah Zimmerman, Shelby Young,
Michael Lerback and Piper Curless,
held an assembly for the grade school
students. For a 25-cent donation to the
Pennies for Patients Campaign, ele-
mentary students will attend a carni-
val, complete with a ring toss, boat
races, and other games on Feb. 20 in
the commons area of the junior high
school. 

This year 212 Kansas schools are
involved in the three-week campaign
that started on Feb. 2. The highest
fundraising classroom will receive a
pizza party compliments of the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 

Oxford students collect coins to find cure

Baelee Havner
Baelee Clara Faye Havner was born to Cody and Amanda (Evans) Havner

of Wellington at 7:01 p.m. on Jan. 12, 2009, weighing six pounds and 14 ounces
and measuring 20 inches long. She has a brother, three-year-old Hunter Havner
of Wellington.  Grandparents are Jerry and Kathy Evans of Oxford and Jerry
and Rhonda Havner of South Haven. Great grandparents are Etola McCutcheon
of Dardanelle, Ark. and the late Omar; Virginia Koch of Winfield, Jerry and
Juanita Evans of Wellington, Dona Pounds of South Haven and the late Robert
Havner of Udall, Muriel Evans of Wellington and John Pounds of Portales, New
Mexico. Great great grandparents are Netta Carmichael of Crockett, Texas and
the late Art Carmichael, Robert and Margaret Evans of Wellington and Murel
and Velma Green of Oxford.

Sierra Eastman
Sierra Grace Eastman was born to Heather Paxton and Justin Eastman on Feb.

9, 2009 at 4:59 p.m., weighing seven pounds and measuring 19 inches in length.
She was born at Sumner Regional Medical Center in Wellington.  Sierrra’s grand-
parents are Doug and Markita Paxton of Baton Rouge, La. and Jack and Mary
Eastman of Oxford. Great grandparents are Helen Hamm of  North East, Md.,
Jack and Neta Eastman  and John and Louise Havens, all of Winfield.

�Noteworthy�
�Births



The following minutes from last
week’s meeting of the Sumner County
Commission, provided by the Sumner
County Clerk, have been edited for
brevity. The complete minutes are
available through the county clerk’s
office.

The Board of County
Commissioners met Feb. 9 with
Commissioners Jim Newell and Eldon
Gracy. Commission Chairman Garey
Martin was attending a meeting of the
Regional Economic Area Partnership.

County Appraiser Della Rowley
provided Commissioner Gracy infor-
mation regarding the City of Geuda
Springs and property ownership.

Sheriff Gerald Gilkey submitted a
contract from Trego County for the
housing of juveniles.  A contract has
been in place for some time, but Trego
County is increasing the fees.  Trego
County is used rarely as most juveniles
from Sumner County are transported to
be held in Reno County.  The contract
was left for the Commission to review.
Chairman Martin entered the meeting
at 10:59 a.m.

Detention Healthcare
Sheriff Gilkey, Undersheriff Jerry

Osborn, Detentions Supervisor Steve
Colwell met with the Commission
along with Jim Thompson of Advance
Correctional Healthcare.  The company
provides healthcare services to deten-
tion facilities.  Sheriff Gilkey explained
the current arrangement of a part-time
nurse position that handles some of the
healthcare issues.  He said they have
continued to research healthcare
providers and believe things can be
done better to further reduce the risk of
liability to the county.  Mr. Thompson
provided an inmate healthcare propos-
al to the Commission.  He provided
background information of the compa-
ny and details of the proposal.  ACH
currently serves several counties in
Kansas, including Butler and Cowley.
The current part-time nurse position
would become an employee of ACH.
The annual fee for the proposal submit-
ted is $69,959.40, which is a monthly
fee for service of $5,829.95.  The pro-
posal is based on 110 inmates and the
per diem rate was explained.  Mr.
Thompson explained the benefits of
the ACH program and the liability pro-
tection it would provide.
Commissioner Newell said it sounds
like a good program and the other
Commissioners agreed.  Determining
how to address the cost would be next.
Gilkey said he would like to return to
the Commission next week and discuss
cost details. 

Security
The Commission discussed, with

Gilkey and Osborn, a scheduled meet-
ing with the District Judges regarding
security issues.  It was determined that
the Commission will not be involved at
this point.

Prosecutions low, 
short on server funds

The Commission discussed the

Work Release fund with Gilkey.  He
advised that funds generated from
inmates being on work release have
drastically reduced.  The reduction of
funds is due to the lack of prosecutions
occurring.  It was determined that suf-
ficient cash remains available for the
Sheriff to cover half of the cost for the
new computer server as was originally
planned.  It may be necessary to amend
the Work Release budget later in the
year. 

The Commission approved the
minutes for Feb. 2 and 3.

Two Attorney Clients
County Counselor Jack Potucek

met with the Commission.  At 11:52
a.m., the Commission entered into
executive session with Potucek for 10
minutes to discuss an attorney-client
privileged matter.  The Commission
reconvened in open session at 12:02
p.m.  At 12:03 p.m., the Commission
entered into executive session with
Potucek for 10 minutes to discuss an
attorney-client privileged matter.  The
Commission reconvened in open ses-
sion at 12:13 p.m. Martin advised no
binding action taken as a result of the
sessions.  

The Commission approved tax
abatement orders in the amount of
$1,575.10. Meeting adjourned at 12:19
p.m.    

Zoning Hearings Held
The Board met Feb. 10 with Newell

absent. At 9:30 a.m., the Commission
held public hearings on several zoning
cases.  Planning and Zoning Director
Jon Bristor and Assistant Director
Mary Jenkins were present.  Several
individuals involved in the cases to be
heard were also present.  The first case
heard was No. 03PC-09.  The applica-
tion was by Geraldine R. Headley and
Robert L. Headley, Co-Trustees of the
Geraldine R. Headley Living Trust.
The purpose was for a zone change
from A-3 Agricultural District to A-R
Agricultural Rural District.  The loca-
tion is 139 West 40th Avenue.  The
owners qualify for a one-time split
which consists of an affidavit, survey,
and deed to be filed at the Register of
Deeds office, platting will not be
required. Bristor reported was no oppo-
sition at the planning hearing and the
Planning Commission, with eight
members present, unanimously recom-
mended approval.  The Commission
adopted Resolution 2009-04 approving
Case No. 03PC-09.

Brian and Daydree Dopps
The next case heard was No. 04PC-

09.  The application was by Brian and
Daydree Dopps, owners.  The purpose
was for a zone change from R-R Rural
Residential District to C-3 General
Business District.  The location is the
northwest corner of 140th Ave/K-42
and Argonia Rd, Milton.  Platting will

not be required. Bristor reported there
was no opposition at the planning hear-
ing and the Planning Commission, with
eight members present, recommended
approval.  The Commission adopted
Resolution 2009-05 approving Case
No. 04PC-09.

Ford Subdivision
The third case was No. 05PC-09.

The application was by Billy D. Ford
Jr., and Robin S. Ford, owners.  The
purpose was for a short form plat of
one A-2 Agricultural District lot.  It is
to be known as the Ford Subdivision
and the location is 1108 S. Rock Road.
Currently the 42 acre tract is zoned A-
2 Agricultural District by Case 10PC-
08.  The property contains an existing
single family dwelling.  There is a
restriction that there cannot be any
change in size or intensity, meaning no
building or additional uses can be per-
mitted until a Zone Change and Short
Form Plat are approved.  The Short
form plat is the second of two steps.
Bristor reported no opposition at the
planning hearing and the Planning
Commission, with 10 members pre-
sent, recommended approval.  The
Commission adopted Resolution 2009-
06 approving Case No. 05PC-09.  

Regulation Updates
The last case heard was No. 02PC-

09.  The case is an update to the zoning
regulations to add fitness centers to C-
1 Neighborhood Commercial District.
Bristor reported that there was no con-
cern or opposition at the planning hear-
ing and the Planning Commission, with
eight members present, recommended
approval.  The Commission unani-
mously adopted Resolution 2009-07
approving Case No. 02PC-09. Bristor
read Kansas Statute 12-760 regarding
the appeal process for any of the deci-
sions made.

Training for Techonology
County Appraiser Della Rowley

met with the Commission and dis-
cussed training relating to the new
ORION computer system.  Microsoft
Access will be used with the new sys-
tem and training for her staff is neces-
sary. Rowley advised she had found a
training tutorial that can be purchased.
She has had Information Services
Director Sirmons review the training
package available.  The Commission
authorized the use of the county credit
card for purchase of the training pack-
age.

Job Description Updates
County Clerk Shields provided the

Commission with two updated job
descriptions for review.  Both were for
positions in the Health Department,
Public Health Supervisor and Home
Health Supervisor.  Both were
approved.  

Counselor Potucek provided a
bankruptcy claim to file and it was
signed by Chairman Martin.  He also
provided information relating to a fore-
closure filing.

Mental Health For Sale
Potucek also submitted a draft reso-

lution for the sale of the north annex of
the Sumner Mental Health building.
Last week, the Commission directed
Potucek to proceed with the sale.  The
inventory of property in the building
was discussed.  The date of March 2
was set for bids to be submitted to the
County Clerk.  The resolution authoriz-
ing the sale, once adopted, will be pub-
lished in the official county newspaper. 

Attorney Client Privilege
At 10:44 a.m., the Commission

entered into executive session with
Potucek for 10 minutes to discuss an
attorney-client privileged matter. Clerk
Shields also remained present for the
session.  The Commission reconvened
in open session at 10:52 a.m. Martin
reported no binding action taken as a
result of the executive session.  

Lack of Funds Stifle 
Road and Bridge

Road and Bridge Director Melvin

Matlock discussed future bridge
replacement projects planned and how
the reduction in State funding may
impact the projects.  For several of the
projects, the county must commit now
for the engineering costs involved.  The
possibility of Federal stimulus money
becoming available was discussed.
Matlock said he is ensuring some of the
projects are ready to proceed, if Federal
dollars become available.  He submit-
ted an agreement with Cook, Flatt &
Strobel, Engineers, P.A. for survey and
design for replacing the bridge 1 mile
north and 2.1 miles east of Milton.  The
agreement was approved and signed.  

County Counselor submitted the
final draft of the resolution for the sale
of the Sumner Mental Health north
annex building.  The Commission
adopted Resolution 2009-03.

The Commission reviewed the con-
tract submitted by Sheriff Gilkey with
Trego County for the housing of juve-
niles in the Greater Western Kansas
Regional Juvenile Detention facility.
The contract was approved and it was
signed.  

The Commission approved the
mid-month claims in the amount of
$224,142.30. The Commission
approved tax abatement orders in the
amount of $1,112.40. Meeting
adjourned at 12:14 p.m.  
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VAN DEEST 
C O N S T R U C T I O N

620-455-3559
227 South Oxford Rd. • Oxford, KS 67119
FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

See W.H. DAWSON
MONUMENT CO.

Established 1880 
Monuments & Markers
You’re always welcome

1317 Main Street
Winfield
221-1800

620-442-1102 
Call in your request today!!

Check out WWW.KACY.FM
Bringing the World’s Greatest Rock 
to Belle Plaine and Oxford 24 Seven!

Lack of funds haunt commission chambers



The Wetta-
DeGraaf annexation bill was heard in
committee on Tuesday. Wellington
had several citizens who attended. The
Local Government committee will
work the bill this Tuesday, Feb. 17. If

it is voted out of committee, we will
probably debate it on the House floor
on Thursday or Friday. Next weekend
is Turnaround so all bills have to be
heard this week and ready to go to the

Senate if passed. This will be a big
week for us if we are successful with
getting the bill passed out of the
House. 

FY 2009 Budget Rescission Bill
Update

As I mentioned last week, both the
House and Senate passed versions of
the FY 2009 Rescission Bill, which
essentially cuts approximately $300
million from the FY 2009 budget. The
Senate passed the first version of the
bill two weeks ago, but it was heavily
amended on the House side last
Wednesday. After the bill passed the
House, conference committee negoti-
ations began last Friday and continued
most of this week. 

There has been infighting between
the leadership in the House and
Senate, which drastically slowed the
process. A compromise was finally
reached on Wednesday evening that
included a 4.2 percent cut in all state
agencies except K12 education. K12
education took a $66 base state aid per
pupil reduction, for a total cut of $27.8
million in public education more than
halfway through the school year. It
also reduced special education fund-
ing by $4.5 million.

There is no question that our bud-
get is in crisis, but I could not support
a bill that drastically slashes public
school budgets so late in the school
year. Futures Unlimited took a hit and
the budget next year will hurt them
even worse. There were many places
to trim the State General Fund and
protect our most vulnerable citizens.
The Senate approved a much more
reasonable, bipartisan compromise
that would have only taken $33 base
state aid per pupil and hold public
education as harmless as possible. 

It is also critical to remember that
due to the school finance formula, a
“$66 base state aid per pupil” reduc-
tion fails to accurately reflect the actu-
al cut many school districts will suffer.
Due to weighting for At-Risk stu-
dents, most districts will suffer reduc-
tions well over $100 per pupil, with
some districts even forced to cut over
$200 per pupil. Under this proposal,
48 school districts statewide (almost
all rural) will be operating in the red
by July 1. 

Now, the bill heads to the
Governor’s Office for her considera-
tion. We expect she will make a deci-
sion early next week. We must finalize
the FY 2009 budget as soon as possi-
ble so we can begin the task of work-
ing through the FY 2010 budget. The
session reaches its halfway point next
week. 

Energy:
We consolidated the Mega-Energy

bill last Thursday. This put all the bills
we have heard testimony on so far in
this committee into one big bill. This
will contain the coal issue along with
all the alternative energy issues into
one bill. This will be a battle when it
hits the floor of the House. There are

many good things in this bill and some
not so good. We tried to amend it
many times in committee but were not
successful.

Civics 101: Conference
Committees

Because the legislative process can
be a bit confusing, I thought it would
be helpful to include a little more
information about what happens to
legislation after it passes both cham-
bers. Once a bill has passed both the
House and Senate, it goes to what we
call a conference committee. The pur-
pose of this committee is to discuss
policy differences between the House
and Senate versions of a bill. The
committee is composed of three mem-
bers from each chamber who work to
reach an agreement that will be
acceptable to both houses. 

Conference committees are limited
to considering only matters which
have been included in the bill or in
bills which have been passed in one or
both houses. This process can some-
times be quite time consuming, espe-
cially with budget bills, and may
require several rounds of negotiations. 

If a conference committee is
unable to reach agreement, it must
report so to the house of origin. A new
conference committee must be
appointed or the bill is deemed
“killed.” If the conference committee
agrees upon the content of a bill,
which may include amendments, it is
presented to both houses for consider-
ation. 

At this point, only up or down
votes are permitted- the bill cannot be
amended further in either chamber. If
the agreement is adopted, it goes to
the governor for signature or veto. In
budget bills, the governor retains the
authority to line-item veto, meaning
she can approve the bill overall but
veto specific provisions. 

Health and Human Services
Committee considers health savings
accounts

On Tuesday, the House Committee
on Health and Human Services heard
testimony on House Bill 2198. This
bill requires insurers that offer health
insurance to small businesses to also
offer a high-deductible health plan. It
also requires small employers to
establish a health savings account in
conjunction with the high-deductible
health plan. For any health plan
offered on or after January 1, 2010, if
an employee chooses the high-
deductible plan with the health sav-
ings account, the employer is required
to give a contribution equal to the
employer’s contribution to any other
health plan offered. This contribution
would be deposited monthly into the
employee’s health savings account.
The bill would not apply to larger
employers with large-group health
plans. It is an expansion of last year’s
Senate bill 81. 

Transportation Committee Update
Secretary of Transportation Deb

Miller visited with the House
Transportation Committee this week,
reviewing the challenges facing
Kansas roads and discussing the
Kansas T-Link program. T-Link was a
task force created last summer and
charged with overseeing important
state objectives such as keeping roads
and bridges safe and in good repair, in
addition to creating new approaches
for Kansas’ transportation future in
light of the state’s fiscal limitations. 

We discussed Kansas highways
during Tuesday’s meeting, with par-
ticular emphasis given over the pro-
jected condition of roads in the com-
ing years. In 2008, 83% of Kansas
highways were deemed in “good con-
dition,” though that number is expect-

ed to drop to 49% by 2019. There are
currently 130,000 miles of local roads
and 20,500 bridges in Kansas, and
while the most traveled highways
have been modernized, the
Department admitted it has fallen
behind on capacity needs. To combat
this lag, the state plans to develop a
strategy worth $200+ million for
mega projects such as the I-35/I-
435/K-10 interchange. Additionally,
KDOT is considering various
improvement projects for the highway
systems that would help create 4-lane
highways instead of two-lane high-
ways. T-Link projects that it will meet
66% of its funding needs to further the
objectives of preserving, moderniz-
ing, and meeting capacity impacts on
Kansas roads. 

Other transportation methods such
as public transit, rail, and aviation
were also discussed. Currently, 21
Kansas counties lack any public tran-
sit, which is particularly troublesome
for the baby-boomer generation which
is nearing retirement. KDOT suggest-
ed implementing a regional approach
to the problem, introducing a new set
of standards for each region to meet in
order to receive state funding. 

While Kansas currently ranks fifth
in U.S. transportation systems, this
ranking may drop without financial
intervention from the state. KDOT
estimates a gap of $55 million per
year in preservation and maintenance
of Kansas transportation systems. 

House committee considers dis-
solving Kansas Turnpike Authority

This week the Transportation
Committee also held a hearing on
House Bill 2178- abolishing Kansas
Turnpike Authority, transferring its
duties to Kansas Department of
Transportation. 

Currently, KDOT maintains over
10,000 miles of road and KTA main-
tains 236 miles of road. KTA and
KDOT purchase the same materials
and operate under the same structure
costs. With the lack of state funding
and need for significant budget cuts,
the transfer of hands could create
more revenue for the state. If a trans-
fer were to take place, the roads would
remain toll roads and tolls would
remain low. These tolls would go
toward upkeep, repair, paying off debt
and other state projects. This bill
would ensure that the upkeep of toll
roads would not change as a means of
maintaining the current level of toll
road use. 

Those in opposition of the bill
voiced concerns about raising toll
prices, expenses resulting from the
transfer, how the transfer would affect
the trucking industry, and how KTA
debt would transfer. There were many
neutral comments that supported both
sides of the issue. A number of ques-
tions were raised about possible con-
solidation of administrative positions
between KTA and KDOT, in addition
to inquiries about how the additional
state funds would be allocated. 

In this difficult budget year, all
proposals for streamlining govern-
ment should be on the table. The state
must consider all options and careful-
ly weigh both the negative and posi-
tive consequences of these proposals.
This bill is dead on arrival but in the
future, anything will be possible.

We have been so busy that we
never seem to have time to visit our
friends at home and hopefully, we can
schedule some town hall meetings
starting in March. The weekends in
February are full. 

W E T T A • U P D A T E
F r o m • t h e • o f f i c e • o f  
VINCE•WETTA,•K.S.Rep.•80th•District
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AUCTIONS
For Sale: 1961 Jaguar XK150, ʻ31
Packard, ʻ70 Chevelle SS, ʻ74 TR6.
“The Branson Auction” April 17-18.
Consign your car today!  800-335-
3063. www.bransonauction.com.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
100% Recession Proof! Do you earn
$800 in a day? Your own local candy
route. Includes 25 Machines and
Candy. All for $9995. 1-888-753-3441.

EDUCATIONAL
MISSOURI WELDING INSTITUTE.
Nevada, Missouri. Become a Certified
Pipe/Structural Welder. Graduate in 18
weeks, earn up to $35/hour.
Companies calling weekly searching
for our graduates. 1-800-667-5885.

FARM EQUIPMENT
Case 475 Crawler w/vibratory Off Set
Plow, Ditchwitch R100 w/Rock Wheel,
1977 Chevy w/Texoma 254-10
Pressure digger, Leithiser self-pro-
pelled reel trailer, 1984 IHC w/telelect
digger/derrick 800-669-5496.

FOR RENT
Never Rent Again! 4/BR $238/Mo!
3/BR $199/Mo!  5% down 15 years @
8% apr. More Homes from $199/Mo!
For listings call 1-800-585-3560 ext
B737.

HEALTH/MEDICAL
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Up to 80% Savings possible on many
medications. Generics now available
for Arimidex, Boniva, Domperidone,
Lipitor, Plavix and all ED Meds.
Canada Drug Topeka 1-866-804-6100.

HELP WANTED
Extra Income Mailing Brochures.
Weekly pay check! Free 24 hour infor-
mation. 1-888-250-8110.

Mailing Brochures! Weekly pay +
Bonus. Supplies furnished.
Guaranteed Opportunity. Call now! 1-
800-307-7131. 

Over 18? Between High School and
College? Travel and Have Fun
w/Young Successful Business Group.

No Experience Necessary. 2wks Paid
Training. Lodging, Transportation
Provided. 1-866-800-8941

Share your America! EF Foundation
seeks families to open their homes to
intnʼl exchange students! Students are
15-18, insured, bringing spending $,
speak English. 877-420-4885.

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVER
Drivers/CDL Career Training w/Central
Refrigerated. We Train, Employ w/$0
Down Financing. Avg $40k 1st Year!
800-528-9277.
Immediate Openings. CDL-A teams &
drivers willing to team. Company team
splits $1.06/mi. O/OP teams earn up to
$2.25/mi. Hazmat required. $2,000
team sign-on bonus. 1-800-835-9471

LEGAL SERVICES
Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law.  No recovery, No fee!  1-800-259-
8548.

MISC.
Airlines Are Hiring - Train for high pay-
ing Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid if
qualified - Housing Available. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance.
(888) 349-5387.
Attend College online from Home.
Medical, Business, Paralegal,
Computers, Criminal Justice. Job
placement assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. Call
8 6 6 - 8 5 8 - 2 1 2 1
www.CenturaOnline.com

SPAS FOR SALE
Walk in bathtubs $3,995 up, hot tubs
$995 to $4,995. InfraRed Saunas
$1,995 to $2,795. Call 1-800-896-0406
for price list and pictures. We deliver.
Town Center Showcase, Lincoln, NE,
goodlifespa.com. 

STEEL BUILDINGS FOR SALE
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CONTAINERS.
Camlock doors, hardwood floors sup-
port forklift. Delivery available. 1-785-
655-9430 Solomon. www.chuckhen-
ry.com complete web listing, photos,
specs, pricing.

Kansas Classified Ad Network
KCAN�

Dennett
Plumbing and
Supplies

Drain Cleaning Service
416 West Main • Oxford, KS

455-3355

Internet is HERE
Local calls, Unlimited time

G&S Electronics 
oldwiz.net

455-2460



Oxford’s.
But the Watershed Institute takes a

different approach than river projects
you may have seen in the past. “There
are better ways of doing things,”
William Jeffries Regulatory Branch,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Rather than a raw engineering
approach, Brock Emmert, fluvial geo-
morphologist for the Watershed insti-
tute explained, geomorphology, the
study of water’s effect on landmass,
combines several sciences, including
engineering, to make slight, perma-
nent adjustments to the river.

What’s the catch? A meeting was
scheduled between landowners, the
city, state and US officials to find out.

At the meeting, residents
expressed concerns for the stability of
the proposed structures and Emmert
explained that the Institute had a long
history of river projects and had
learned lessons about working with a
river that has a mobile base. The pro-
ject being considered is a bendway
weir program. Ideally, the weirs, con-
structed from compact rock of various
sizes, having a wide footprint and
crest, would become more stable with
time as land fills in behind the weir,
the river’s channel is nudged back to
the center of the river and native trees
and plants overtake the weirs. 

Unlike past attempts to reinforce a
river’s bank, the Watershed Institute
doesn’t plan to simply deflect the
river’s flow but seeks to work with the
river so that new problems don’t occur
downstream as a result of the work
done. These weirs influence rather
than fight the river and when the river
rises it over takes the weirs while still
being influenced by them. 

Environmental concerns were

expressed for the bald eagle and older
cottonwood trees. Emmert explained
that some trees would have to be
removed for construction but the idea
was to keep as many trees as possible
and to plant more native trees at the
project's completion. While rock tends
to constantly wear away, trees, and
their root systems, get stronger over
time. Jeffries noted that it was the pos-
sibility of the sewage lagoons spilling
into the river that posed the greatest
environmental threat.

Frank Austenfeld, Executive
Director for the Institute and the
Watershed Land Trust, noted the
river’s fishing would also be
improved by the construction.
Austenfeld pointed out that such pro-
jects create diversity in the river’s bed
that provides a very accommodating
habitat for fish on what is otherwise a
fish highway.

Austenfeld was frank when
boaters expressed concern for safety
considering that the weir would be
occasionally submerged. He answered
that the submerged weirs would not be
marked and boaters would simply
need to be careful as with any obstruc-
tion in the river.

The overriding concern expressed
was for property rights. Land owners
wanted to know how their rights
would be effected by their coopera-
tion. Austenfeld explained that a con-
servation easement of approximately
50 feet from the bank would need to
be signed by the landowners. The
stewardship for the easement could
cost the Institute’s program around
$10,000 per landowner and requires
that the landowner not change the
work done by the institute: no cutting
down the trees or rearranging the dirt
work and construction. Landowners
would not be required to let the public
onto their land like past projects but
would be required to let a representa-

tive check the banks on their property
once a year to see that none of the
work has been altered. 

An audience member asked what
guarantee would be given that the pro-
ject would not adversely affect prop-
erty downstream and Austenfeld was
frank again as he explained that there
would be no guarantee given. He said
the Watershed Institute, and specifi-
cally Emmert, has a lot of experience
with just that issue and they use more
science than usual to design each pro-
jects with that in mind but noted that,
with a river, there are no guarantees.

After the general idea of the pro-
ject had been discussed, the meeting
made it’s way to both sides of the river

and to the sewer lagoons. Property
owners and the city detailed the rivers
situation and history to the visiting
officials and the officials explained
possible solutions and layouts.

Will the remaining portion of the
bridge be removed and how far will
the project extend? Emmert explained
that the Watershed Institute probably
won’t be removing the bridge and it
was explained the immediate willing-
ness of landowners will determine the
scope of the project.

The remaining structures in the
river may not pose a threat after the
weirs are constructed. Jeffries
explained that the river may take care
of the bridge itself but that the Corps

main concern was for the sewer
lagoons. Watco told the Register that
they were finished with construction
and did not plan to remove anymore
of the bridge.

The long tour ended with officials
noting that a conceptual design need-
ed to be drafted and consent from the
property owners would need to be gar-
nered quickly. 

Mayor Chad Bartelson explained
to the Register that the city was mere-
ly a property owner in the matter and
that their consent was as well as
assured. 

The Register will keep you updat-
ed on the developments of this ongo-
ing story."
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SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY.
Obtain benefits if unable to work. Call
1-800-631-3030. 2/19-5/14c

ROUND Brome and Prairie Hay.
5x6 round bales. Call 316-210-
4416. 2/12-4/2c

nGARAGE SALES

JOY Home
If you are a caring

dependable aide and
desire to work in a facility 
that makes a difference
in the lives of the elderly,
Joy Home at 419 North

Pacific Avenue, Oxford is
now Accepting

Applications for CNAʼS &
CMAʼS. Contact Judy

Sawyer, 620-455-3224 or
316-259-5834 or

stop by the Joy Home to
pick up application.

JJOOYY  HHoommee
Your Alternative To

Long Term Care
Has beds available

Accepts Private Pay and
Medicaid HCBS

419 N. Pacific Avenue, 
Oxford

Contact Judy Sawyer
620-455-3641 Home

316-259-5834 cell

AAUUCCTTIIOONN
FRIDAY, Feb. 20th, at 6:30 p.m.
230 W. 5th - Belle Plaine, KS

Collectibles, belt buckles, German
coo-coo clock, bells, deco lamps,
coins, old sports cards, toys,

Beanies, telescope, smoker, Mac top
box, tools, dolly, guns, bar, stools,

couch, hutch, much more.
Quality Consignments, Wanted!

WRAY AUCTION SERVICE
1-800-954-WRAY (9729)
www.wrayauction.com

ESTATE SALE. Sat. 2/21, 10am-4pm.
415 N. Main, BP. Small beige recliner.
Craftmatic single bed. Little Rascal
scooter. 8-drawer vanity w/mirror.
Various other items. Cash only. 488-
2467. 2/19r

Cathy Sheets
Branch Broker

Ken Patterson   
620-218-1713

Sandy Wheeler
316-619-9608

Julie Gooch
620-326-0626

Rick Hopper
620-229-3590

Ken Gooch
620-326-0476

Call us to view
any property!
415 E. 4th, Belle Plaine, KS
488-2785 • 1-800-377-2785

www.weigand.com

651 N Hydraulic, Belle Plaine
6 Acres, 5 Br, Metal Bldg construction, Large
2 car garage. $109,900

330022  SS  IIoowwaa,,  OOxxffoorrdd  --  NNeeww  LLiissttiinngg!!  
3 Br, 2 Ba on large corner lot, 2 car
attached gar plus 30x30 det gar. $124,900

BELLE PLAINE
395,000……1062 E 90th Ave N- 78 Acres
249,900…….1405 E 100th Ave N-1.9 Acres
199,900…….1062 E 90th Ave N- 5 Acres
184,900…..1180 E 120th Ave N-3.2 Acres
159,900…….307 Arbor View-Creek lot
119,900…….1223 N Oliver-4.9 Acres
115,000…….1138 N Oliver Rd- 4.5 Acres
109,900…….651 N Hydraulic Rd- 6 Acres
104,900…….500 E 7th-3 Br, 2 Ba, Bsmt
89,900…….920 N Lincoln-Reduced!
69,900…….430 E 8th-3 Br, Brick 
69,900……526 E 8th- 3Br, Corner lot
45,000…….312 N Merchant-2/3 Br, REDUCED

OXFORD
188,000…..1725 E 30th St S-5 Acres
159,900…….360 S Oxford Rd-12 Acres,reduced
124,900…..302 S Iowa-3 Br, 2 car gar
119,900……..521 N Michigan-New Listing!
89,900……514 N Illinois-2 Br Ranch
57,000…..403 N Kansas-3 Br
39,900……301 E Olive-New listing!
39,900…..112 E Maple
22,000…..417 S Michigan-Reduced

LOTS AND LAND
Northview Heights 2nd Addition

12 City Lots Remaining starting at $9500
1127 N Ponderosa, Belle Plaine

1.7 Acres, River, Recreational 24,900

the CLASSIFIEDS
It Pays to Advertise

488-2234

Your Garage Sale Ad
would fit in this spot.

488-2234

U.S. Congressman Todd Tiahrt
voted against the Democrat’s so-
called economic stimulus proposal
that represents the most expensive bill
in American history. The 1,073 page
document was released after midnight
less than nine hours before the House
began debate on the plan. The bill is
estimated to cost $1,139,000,000,000
including interest.

No single member of Congress
was able to read the final bill before
debate began, and Democrats refused
to permit the language to be read
before members voted on passage.

“Americans should be upset at
how Democrats and the Obama
Administration have crafted an after-
midnight plan not even Hollywood
horror filmmakers could have
dreamed up,” said Tiahrt. “This bill
will cost Americans more than $1.1
trillion and creates or expands 106
federal government programs.

“I strongly support the Republican
economic recovery plan that would
create 6.2 million American jobs with
half the cost of the Democrat’s spend-
ing bill. Three weeks ago I offered an
amendment that would have given all
working Americans a payroll tax hol-
iday for the year. But these common-
sense solutions were rejected by the
Democrat party in control of
Washington so we could instead grow
government programs to record-
breaking levels.

“Kansas families are struggling to
pay bills and small businesses are

wondering how they will pay their
workers. We need economic relief that
works now. We need a plan that focus-
es on stimulating the economy.
Unfortunately, all we are getting is a
massive plan to grow federal govern-
ment programs.

“Democrats slashed middle class
tax relief by $29 billion to pay for spe-
cial-interest pork that has nothing to
do with getting people back to work in
Kansas. I have been saying for years
that spending billions on new govern-
ment programs is not a solution to
help create lasting jobs for workers or
help our economy grow.

Examples of egregious special-inter-
est pork-barrel spending included in the
Democrat’s spending bill include:

• $30 million for mice habitat
restoration in San Francisco • $1 bil-
lion that can be used for STD educa-
tion • $8 billion for a railroad system
from Los Angles to Las Vegas • $5.5
billion for federal buildings • $25 mil-
lion for the Smithsonian Institution •
$2 billion for a coal fired electrical
plant in Illinois • $650 million for
television converter boxes • $500 mil-
lion for a new computer system at the
Social Security Administration.

“The non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office reported that only 11
percent of the spending in the
Democrat’s plan will occur this year.
We need more than 11 percent. We
need a 100 percent effort now to cre-
ate jobs and help struggling families
and businesses.”
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SPIRIT WEEK AT OXFORD JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL was spirited
indeed when high school students enjoyed dressing up and participating in the
spirit-building activities. Monday’s theme was “PJ’s Day” and Mrs. Browning’s
second hour English class won the staff match game.
Students “Cowboyed Up” on Tuesday for Hick Day. Seniors won the orange passing
contest. Wednesday was a trip back to the 1980’s. Thursday took them to an
enchanted land with “Fairy Tale” day. Phillip Zimmerman was the fairest of them
all! Seniors won the balloon-stuffing contest. 
Students celebrated school spirit by wearing red and black on Friday and watched
the Homecoming royal candidates participate in the candidate game at the pep rally.
For the final class competition, students decorated their hallways. It was close,
between the seniors and the sophomores, but the sophomores won by just a couple
of points! Aubrie Neises and Kevin White were crowned Winter Sports Homecoming
Royalty to cap off the week.

Chris Curless, gave an inspiring
speech to the crowd at the pep
rally; Chris was the mascot at
home ball games this year.

Enjoying “Hick Day” were Tinka Valtl, Liza
Poovey and Phillip Gehring. 

Candidates played in a balloon-
popping relay at the pep rally.

Oxford’s junior high boys basketball team competed in the South Central Border League tour-
nament held Feb. 12 at Central of Burden, defeating Central to start, 44-33. Oxford was ahead 14-
10 in the first quarter of that contest and had a 10-point lead of 27-17 by halftime. During the third
quarter, Cats maintained their 10-point lead at 35-25. This put the boys into the championship
game. Gage Burkes led the scoring with 20 points, followed by Garrett Kennedy’s nine points,
Alex Jones’ eight points, Issac Batchelor’s four points and Mark Sutton’s three. Valentine’s Day
looked promising for the Cats as they entered their gym for the championship game against South
Haven. The first quarter was not a sweet one for Oxford.  The Cardinals had them outscored at 15-
5.  At the end of the first half, the Cats had made up some ground, with the score of 13-9.  Oxford
had clawed their way up during the third quarter to a tied game of 25-25. But it wasn’t meant to
be. The young team fought hard, but South Haven won the tournament, 38-29. Cats and coaches
Dexter Carpenter and Terri Wiseman had a fine, fine season.

JuHi Cats, runners-up at tournament

Phillip Zimmerman dressed up for
“Fairy Tale” day


